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2020 CENSUS DEADLINE EXTENSIONS ACT (S. 4571) 

 

Delays in 2020 Census operations due to the COVID-19 pandemic could result in a severe 

undercount of the population, specifically in Native, minority, and rural communities across the 

country.  On April 13, 2020, Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross and Census Bureau Director 

Steven Dillingham announced that due to the pandemic, they would be delaying a 2020 Census 

field operations.  At the same time, Secretary Ross and Director Dillingham asked the Congress 

extend the statutory deadlines “for apportionment counts to be delivered to the President by April 

30, 2021, and redistricting data to be delivered to the states no later than July 31, 2021.”1  This 

would have given the Census Bureau adequate time to compile these data sets in light of the 

delayed enumeration window. 

 

However, the administration rescinded their request to extend the deadlines and subsequently 

shortened the enumeration period from October 31 to September 30, 2020, citing the statutory 

constraints.2  The shortened schedule risks the accuracy of the Census Bureau’s data products, 

including apportionment and redistricting.  For example, a shortened schedule limits the Census 

Bureau’s ability conduct data quality checks following the count.  An agency document on data 

processing notes that “A compressed review period creates risk for serious errors not being 

discovered in the data – thereby significantly decreasing data quality.”3  The document also notes 

that “serious errors discovered in the data may not be fixed — due to lack of time to research and 

understand the root cause or to re-run and re-review one or multiple state files.” 

 

The 2020 Census Deadline Extensions Act (S. 4571) would extend two key statutory deadlines 

by four months to give the agency enough time to compile accurate data sets: 

 The deadline for the delivery of apportionment data to the U.S. House of Representatives 

to April 30, 2021 from December 31, 2020; and 

 The deadline for the delivery of redistricting data to the states to July 31, 2021 from 

March 31, 2021. 

 

The bill would also require the Census Bureau to continue field operations through the original 

end date of 2020 Census field operations—October 31, 2020—which will give the agency 

enough time to ensure a full and accurate count in hard-to-count communities. 

 

Endorsements 

The bill has been endorsed by more than 200 organizations, including the AARP, National 

Association of Counties, U.S. Conference of Mayors, National League of Cities, National 

Organization of Black County Officials, National Council of Nonprofits, National Congress of 

American Indians, Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, NALEO Educational 

Fund, Asian Americans Advancing Justice, and MALDEF.  A full list of endorsements can be 

found here. 
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