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Established in 1956, Foundation Center is the leading source of information about philanthropy worldwide.   
It all begins with data. Foundation Center collects, scrubs, synthesizes, indexes, and continuously updates 
data on philanthropy into searchable databases for use by the field. Most think of the knowledge created 
from this raw data as a resource for grantseekers, and it is. But this knowledge also underpins the sector’s 
efforts to make philanthropy more efficient, strategic, and effective. Here’s a “cheat sheet” on Foundation 
Center services that can support the work of regional grantmakers associations. 
 
Knowledge Services 
Information, analysis, and technology for smarter philanthropy. Knowledge Services are data-driven tools 
and content-rich platforms created by Foundation Center for funders and their networks, consultants, 
advisors, and grantees. foundationcenter.org/knowledgeservices 

 
 Foundation Maps, a data visualization platform for philanthropy 
 Foundation Ideas, shareable collections of reports, evaluations, and case studies 
 Foundation Landscapes, issue-based web portals for learning and collaboration 
 Foundation Research, research on trends in philanthropy 
 Foundation Benchmarkers, tools for peer-to-peer comparisons 
 Foundation Data, trusted data about philanthropy 
 Foundation Websites, a website design and support service for foundations 

 
IssueLab gathers, indexes, and shares the collective intelligence of the social sector. It provides free access 
to over 12,500 case studies, evaluations, white papers, and issue briefs addressing the world’s most 
pressing problems; shares content with libraries, archives, and online communities. issuelab.org  
 
Research Foundation Center has an active annual calendar of research on national trends in foundation 
giving as well as key facts on community foundations, corporate foundations, and family foundations. 
Thousands of statistical tables are accessible via the free online service, FC Stats. 
foundationcenter.org/nationaltrends and data.foundationcenter.org  
 
Communities of Practice serve as dashboards for donor learning and collaboration and typically include 
data visualization tools; targeted news feeds, research, and tweets; and special features.  
Examples include:  

 

WASH Funders a custom web portal that serves as a hub of information and resources for funders 
working around the world to improve water access, sanitation, and hygiene. The site brings 
together and organizes data from diverse sources, including foundations, the World Bank, and the 
OECD, so the community of funders can more effectively, and collectively, meet this urgent global 
challenge. washfunders.org 

Advancing Human Rights: Knowledge Tools for Funders The initiative is an ongoing effort to 
track the evolving state of global human rights funding and to create a set of dynamic, interactive 
data and research tools to help human rights funders and advocates increase their effectiveness. 
humanrights.foundationcenter.org/ 

BMA Funders supports those working to promote positive outcomes for black male achievement in 
the U.S. This portal includes a mapping tool, a timeline of philanthropic milestones, an outcomes 
toolkit, and a curated collection of research reports and case studies. bmafunders.org  

CF Insights responds to a hunger for shared knowledge and greater impact among U.S. 
community foundations. Through CF Insights, community foundations improve performance and 
sustainability – individually and collectively. cfinsights.org 

Foundation Landscapes: Education conveniently showcases education reports, news, giving 
trends, and resources to help funders and practitioners benefit from a scan of the field. 
education.foundationcenter.org 



Foundation Funding for U.S. Democracy provides data about foundations and their democracy-
related grantmaking in a structured, contextualized, and visual format. 
democracy.foundationcenter.org 

SDGfunders is a web portal under development for the Post-2015 Partnership Platform for 
Philanthropy to track philanthropy's contributions to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and 
future Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). sdgfunders.org 

 
GrantCraft taps the “practical wisdom” of a diverse group of experienced funders primarily through the 
creation of materials—guides, blogs, surveys, translations, a map of the craft, and more—on grantmaking 
practice. grantcraft.org   
 
Glasspockets encourages best practices and benchmarking in foundation transparency. Foundation Center 
reviewed 600 foundation web sites and came up with 23 key elements of online transparency. Participating 
foundations have profiles on the site with links to these elements, providing insight and sample policies for 
other funders as well as grantees and the public. glasspockets.org  

 
Philanthropy News Digest (PND) is a daily online news service dedicated to philanthropy. You can 
perform keyword searches or browse by subject areas or population groups. By completing a free 
registration via “My PND,” you can set up targeted news alerts to be delivered to your email address. 
foundationcenter.org/pnd   
 

 
“Get on the Map” Campaign – a partnership of the Forum for Regional 
Association of Grantmakers and Foundation Center – is a new data-sharing 
initiative dedicated to boosting the quality and availability of fresh, detailed 
grantmaking data across the Forum Network. givingforum.org/get-map-
toolkit 
 
Through this partnership, regional associations of grantmakers can run their 
own peer-led campaigns to recruit members to share grants data 
using Foundation Center's eReporting Standard. The data is then 
centralized at Foundation Center and made freely accessible to all members in 
the region through the Foundation Maps platform — a highly interactive and 
searchable mapping tool. 

For More Information on Get on the Map 
 
Webinar recording: 
 
Ready to Get on the Map? A Quick How-to... 
This recording will help guide funders interested in getting on the map. We walk through instructions for 
sharing all the necessary grants data to make your regional map come to life. 
http://bit.ly/1GCRFsR  
 
Blog post: 
 
"Doing Good Is About to Get Better," PhilanTopic (Philanthropy News Digest, a service of Foundation 
Center) 
Maggie Gunther Osborn is president of the Connecticut Council for Philanthropy, an association of 
grantmakers committed to promoting and supporting effective philanthropy for the public good. In this blog 
post, Maggie discusses the "Get on the Map" campaign. 
http://bit.ly/1DKvPze  
 
Blog post: 
 
"A New Standard: "Get on the Map" and the Urgent Need for Better Data in 
Philanthropy," Keeping a close eye on philanthropy...NCRP's blog 
National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy explains the importance of Get on the Map for the sector. 
This national effort could give regional associations of grantmakers, affinity groups, advocacy organizations, 
individual foundations and many more stakeholders a better grasp of the state of grantmaking on a 
granular, local level. 
http://bit.ly/1CSxc37 


